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UM HONORS GREAT FALLS FRIENDS, ALUMNI SEPT. 17 
MISSOULA--
University of Montana-Missoula leaders will host a reception in Great Falls Thursday, 
Sept. 17, to thank alumni and friends for their support.
The UM delegation will pay special tribute to Great Falls residents Ian and Nancy 
Davidson during the 5:15-6:30 p.m. reception in the Mansfield Room at the Holiday Inn. The 
public is invited for complimentary snacks; a no-host bar will be offered.
In addition, the Davidsons and all Great Falls fans will be recognized during the 
Montana Grizzlies’ match against Cal State-San Luis Obispo at Washington-Grizzly Stadium 
on Saturday, Sept. 19.
During Thursday’s reception, the Davidsons will receive UM’s Community Service 
Award for their support of campus and their volunteer work in Great Falls. The couple 
contributed more than $1 million to build the Davidson Honors College at UM, their alma 
mater. They also headed the six-mill levy campaign to fund higher education in 1988.
Nancy serves as president of the UM Foundation board and was actively involved in 
the University’s $71 million Capital Campaign, which ended in October 1997. She has served 
on the Montana Education Commission for the Nineties and Beyond and the state’s task force 
on foundations and Montana University System relations.
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Ian received UM’s Distinguished Alumni Award in 1980 and the Neil S. Bucklew 
Presidential Service Award in 1988. In 1990 he was named Distinguished Alumnus of the UM 
School of Business Administration. He is a former member and officer of the UM Foundation 
board and is now a trustee emeritus.
The Davidsons also serve on a number of civic, educational and philanthropic boards 
and organizations in Great Falls and throughout the state.
Great Falls is UM’s second stop on its statewide Community Days tour, which was 
revived this year after a 10-year hiatus to honor Grizzly fans in their communities before each 
home football game.
Bill Johnston, executive director of the UM Alumni Association, said the event was 
revived as a way to “recognize and thank people across Montana for their support of UM .”
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